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were deeply babtized there- 
into, and the late King him. 
felf yet did they never dif. 
countenance piety and lear- 
ning in men of the contrary 
judgment, either in Country 
or Univerſity, by rendering 
chem uncapable of imploy- 


ment, either Civil or Eccleſi- 


25tick, or draw them to re- 
cant theit opinions before 
their inſtitution and inducti- 
on into any place; witneſs 
the credit and promotion of 
Silbs, Pre ſton, prid jeux, Holds- 


worth, Bromrig, Love, «Hall, 
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1 OF | 
Holland and VVeſt- 
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| My Supreme Lords, 

Fter the confe- 
rence betwixt 
M.Gomar and 

1577 my ſelf at the 
eee by the 
— command of 

your Highneſſes, before the 
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Truth d efended „ 


Lords Counſellors of the Su- 
preme Court, four Miniſters be- 
ing preſent, and relation made 
thereof to your Highneſſes, in- 
timating the weight and moment 
of the Controverſie betwixt us, 
it afterward was thought requi- 
ſite by your noble Highneſſes, to 
call both of us together, with 
the four Miniſters, Before you in- 
to your honourable Aſſembly, 
to ſignifie to us all this way what 
you ſhould judge moſt expedi- 
ent for that time; So it fell out, 

Mr.Gomar confirm'd the debate 


a foot betwixt us, ito be of that 


grand importance, that he durſt 
not joyn iſſue with ſuch an opi- 
nion as this of mine, in the pre- 
ſence of God; and more then 
that, if it were not preſently 
ſtopt, twould ſet the Provinces, 
CREE g __ and un 
together by the ears, and every 
—_— bod agil his brother. 
To all which I anſwered nothing 
at that time, ſave that I knew not 
my ſelf guilty of any ſuch m_ | 
opre 
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opinion in Religion, being confi- 
dent I ſhould never adminiſter 
any juſt cauſe or ground for 
Schiſm or diſſention to build up- 
on either in Church or State; in 
teſtimony whereof I was ready 
openly in all truth and ſincerity 
to declare my mind in the whole 
matter of Religion, when ever I 
' | ſhould be commanded thereun- 
> | to before this Aſſembly, and that 
before] removed from the place 
were I then ſtood. 

Upon which motion, it was 
judged convenient by your 

Highneſſes that I ſhould be cal- 
led before you now ro make 
good the proffer in theſe Seſſi- 
ons; and therefore it is that 
I now we in this place faith- 
q fully to diſcharge it. But in as 
much as a ſiniſter report of mee 
bach for ſo long a time ſpread it 
ſelf not only at Fas Jae abroad 

in forrain parts, and no little e- 
vill hach enſued thereupon, as if 
I had hitherto altogether refu- 
ſed (being often required theres 
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unto) to declare 6 judgement 
in the buſineſs of Religion; 
Wherefore I make it my humble 
; requeſt that you'l pleaſe to give 
me leave ingenuouſly to open 
my ſelf in this matter before I 
proceed to other things. 


4 In the yeer 1605. June 30. 
There came to me at Leyden 
three Deputies of the Syriod of 
South-Holland , viz. Francis 
Lansberge, Libert Fraxim, and 
Daniel Yolege of happy memo- 
ry, Miniſters of their reſpective 
Churches at Roterdam, the 
Hague and Delph, being preſent 
with them two Miniſters of the 
Synod of North-Holland, name- 
ly Iahn Bogard of the Church at 
Harleme, and Iames Roland of 
the Church at Amſterdam, tel- 
ling me in their Claſſical Exami- 
nations of ſome Students in the 
Univerſity of Leyden, in order 
to their entrance into the Mini- 
niſtery, they received ſome neu 
and unuſual anſwers to the queſ 
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tons propounded , contrary to 
the received Doctrine in the 
Churches, hieh they confirmed 


as having been diſciplined into 


them by me; which things be- 
ing ſo, they deſired a friendly 


conference with me to know the 


bottom of this matter, whereby 


for the future they might better 
conſult the affairs of the Church. 


To which I apſwered ] could no 


way. approve this manner of 

oceſs, which would neceſſari- 
33 and anon multiply confe- 
rence upon conference, even as 
oft as any Student ſhould give 
any new anſwer, pretending to 


have learn'd the ſame of me; 


therefore *rwas better in my 
judgment, when any sSchollar 


1 ſhould frame any new Reſponſo- 


ty in his Examinations, confir- 
ming the ſame'from me, which 
ſhould bee judged by the Bre- 
thren contrary, to the Confeffi- 


on and Catechiſm of the Belgick 
1 Churchcs, they would ſend for 
Aus both together , being ready 

4s B 3 upon 
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n this account at my owne 
eat arge to cbme wherecever it 
ſhould pleaſe the Brethren to ap- 
point; and this courſe being ta- 
ken once and again the calumny 
or truth woul ane ein. 


ced. G | 
And further to hir. g e, 
urging the conference in 45 


name of the reſt, anſwer was 
made, that as yet I faw not how 
I could admit of any ſuch thing 


with them, ben as Depu- 
- ties from the $ to whom 
they ſtood bou kr give an ac- 


count of all things done by them, 
unleſs my Superiours were likes 
wiſe privy, and conſenting, and 
alſo commanding me hereunto ; 
beſides it's being joyned with no 
wholly caſt u — - be I ot 
W caſt m upon their 
faithfulneſs in thei dera 
of the event of our conference 
to the Synod. And further, 
that they had no cauſe . 
ſhould require any ſuch thing af 
"me . 
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me, not conſcious to my elf or 


delivering any Doctrine either at 
Leyden or Amſterdum contrary 
to the Word of Gad, Confeſſion, or 
Catechiſm of the Churches in 


Holland, That hitherto not any 


ſuch thing was ever objected to 
me, being confident it would mot 
eaſily be effected, if the Objec- 
tor ſhould be obliged to make 
good his Objections by proof; 
and in default thereof, to bear 
the blame himſelf. Norwithſtan- 
ding if they would wave the. ti- 
tle of Deputation, and proceed 


in their own name to a confer- 


ence with me, I was ready at . 
inſtant to imbrace it; . 
that in every point to be deba- 
ted they would explaine 8 
ap, WEE and I. mien 400 0 

us alledging our proofs, and de- 
bating one anothers judgments 
and 2 if by this ne 
could ſatisſie one another, we 

and good; if not, no further re- 
lation ſhould be made of it, but 
the hole matter deferred till a 


National Synod. B4 This 
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— 
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Ibis being refuſed, we had de- 
-parted aſunder, had I not deſired 
them, that in hke manner ahey 
would move(@ Conference to | 
Mr. Gomar, & Trelcatius of bleſ- * 
ſed memory, not judging my ſelf 

to have given greater Pine to 
them of ſuch a motion as this, 
then either of them had done. 
The grounds of this my requeſt 
I then added, which were too 
long now to repeat: To which 
they anſwered they would do ac- 
cordingly, and that before their 
departure from Leyden, and fo 
they did, as they themſelves told 


me. 
And this was the firſt requeſt 
of this nature that ever was 
made to me, which occaſion'd 
much Diſcourſe, ſome giving a 
Narrative thereof imperfectly, 
and not as the whole matter was 
carried, ſmothering in ſilence 
the motion made by me, and the 
Sony thereof. Not many 
ayes after, about the 28. of I- 
Yin the ſame yeere 1605 the 
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tike-was required by me in the 
Name of the Synodry of the 
Church of Leyden, yet with this 
Proviſo, That if I approved of it 
others likewiſe. ſhould be moved 
unto the ſame; if not, they 
would not proceed any further 
in this caſe: But when I had ſig- 
nified my diſlike (with the Rea- 
ſons thereof) herein to the Bur. 
rough-Maſter Brouc hovius, and 
Mr. Merula, of godly memory, 
the Elders and Deputies ſent to 
me in the Name of the ſaid Sy- 
nod, they were ſo well ſatisfied 
therewith, that nothing was fur- 
ther attempted by them in this 
buſineſs.  *- IF 341 | 
November the gth. in the fame 
er, Francis Lansberge,” Feſtus 
ommins, and their Aſſociates, 
Depuries of the Synod of Soutb- 
Holland, exhibited aine queſtions 
to the Lords Viſitors of the Uni- 
verſity of of Leyden, with a Pe- 
tition annexed, that they would 
pleaſe to command the Profeſ- 
ſors of Divinity to anſwer to the 
F — — ſame. 
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Frath defended; 


Arminius 
was now 
Profeſſor 
of Divini- 
ty at Loy- 
den. 


Door fame. The Lords Viſitors retur- 


ned, that they could not approve 
the Propoſal of any ſuch queſti- 
ons to the Profeſſors of Divini- 
ty; if they ſuppoſed any thihg to 
be taught in the Univerſity con- 
trary to the Truth, it was to be 
refer'd' to the National Synod; 
( which was hoped to be had very 
ſhortly ) in which they might 
more fully come to the know- 
ledge: and debate, of it. Not- 
withſtanding this Reply, the 
Deputies of the Synod farther 
urged, that wich their good leaye 
they themſelves would propound 
them to the Profeſſors S. T. to 
know what every of them would 
voluntarily and freely anſwer 
thereunto, but neither could this 
likewiſe be obtained by them. All 
this being done without my 
knowledge, being ignorant why 
theſe Deputies came to the City, 
although not long after I came to 
know it. 11 | q; 

In the mean while the whole 
yeer paſled over, and I was not 
| | „ 
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o . . 
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Hol lend was held at Delybe, here 


came to me John Barnard Mini- 
ſer of Delpbe, Feſts Hommins 
of Leyden, and Dibbetius Mini- 
ſter of Dort, to know of me what 
— 

* ifs = Tn 
them an * . > i aforded 
matter of much diſcourſe to us; 
being about to take their leave, 
they moved if I had done any 
thing in the buſineſs of Religion; 


that] Would not think much to 
communicate the ſame to them, 


and they to the Synod, to ſatis- 
fie their Brethren herein; which: 
I could not conſent unte, in 
that in could not be with that 
fruit, fitneſs, and advantage any 
where as in the National Synad, 
which wee hoped upon the faxſt 
opportunity, to be celebrated 
according to the purpoſe of the 
noble and potent Lord: the 
States, and there I would en- 
12 deavor 


— — 
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Truth defended ; 


deavour o_ to maniſeſt my 
thoughts, not being reſerved in 
any thing of which they might 


complain. To which L added, if 
I ſhould open my ſelf in any 


thing to them, I could not com- 
mit the relation of it to their fi- 
delity, every one in things of this 


nature being his own beſt Inter- 
preter; and ſo we took our 


leaves one of another. 


Beſides all theſe, was private 


ly deſired by ſome Miniſters, that 
I would vouchſafe to communi- 
cate my Meditations to the Col- 
ledge of Brethren in the Synod. 
By others I was moved to declare 
my thoughts to them, which in 
the fear of God, they would con- 
ſider amongſt themſelves, giving 
their Faith not to divulge them. 
To the firſt of theſe I anſwered 
indifferently, that they had no 
ground why they ſhould impor- 
tane mein this more then others. 
Toone of them(&he none of the 
meaneſt) I offreda conference 3 
| ſeveral 
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” 
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ſeverall times touching all the 
heads of Religion to be debated, 
whereby the truth of them might 
be ſolidly fortified, and the falſity 


refuted, and that in the preſence 


of the chiefeſt of our Countrey- 
men; which was refuſed by him. 
To the reſt ſeveral anſwers were 
given, plainly denying what was 
requeſted to ſome; to others o- 
pening my ſelf a little, and this as 
they were more or leſs knownto 
me: Burt this accident ſomtimes 
befel me; that whatever I mani- 
feſted to any, twas preſently re- 
ported to others, although in the 
delivery it was judged Orthodox, 
and their Faith ingaged not to 
divulge it. | 
Its neceſſary that I alſo add 
wat paſſed by Letters the utmoſt 
confines of our own Nation, viæ. 
when in the Preparatory Con- 
vention at the Hague, June 
1607.by the Summons of the Po- 
tent Lords, the StatesGeneral,ce- 
lebrated by the COLLEDGE 
of BRET HREN, I was 
F 


hs. —— 9A» 


14 


r r 
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Friendly defired to make known | 


my thoughts in the buſineſs of 
Religion to the ſaid Colledge, in- 


7 gaging to do their utmoſt endea- 


vour to fatisfie me, I ſhould utter · 


ly refuſe ſo to do. Now being 


fenſible what a great deal of en- 


vie the matter thus related hath 
created me with many who 
thought greater honour due to 
this Aſſembly from me; being 
congregated from all the Pro- 
vinces, I think my ſelf obliged to 
give a more perfect account of 
it. 
© Before my departure from 
Leyden to this Convention at the . 
Hague, there came to my hands 
five Articles appertaining to Re- 
ligion, diſperſed in ſome Provin- 
ces, read by ſome Miniſters in 
their Eccleſiaſticx Conventions, 
& judged by them as containing 
my Judgement in thoſe points of 
Religion. | 
The Articles were concerning 
Predeftination, the fall of Adam, 
Free-will; Original Sin, and the 
5 Eter- 
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| Erernal Salvation of Infanes, 
which when I had thoroughly 
perufed, I eaſily perceived hy the 


- Author of them whom I then 


# ſpoke, being there preſent, figni- 


fying freely to him, that I had 
ground to believe thofe Articles 
proceeded from him, which he 
not obſcurely eonfeſſing, anfwe- 
red, That they were not ſene a- 
bro ad as mine, but as points con- 
troverted amongſt the Students 
at Leyden: To which I Reply'd, 
He wel knew that what ever was 
but lightly divulged this way 


would greatly prejudice my in- 


nocencie, and the Articles be im- 
poſed upon me, which I there o- 
penly profeſſed never iſſued from 
me, neither did they agree with 
my judgement, neither ( as far 
as I could judge ) with the word 
of God. | 

. _ Things thus paſſing *twixt him 
and me in the preſence of two 
Wirneſſes judgedꝭ it requiſite to 
mention the ſame in the Conven- 
tion becauſe of theſe perſons be- 
tg: ing 


. 


r 
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ing preſent who. had” read the 1 
Articles , ſuppoſing them to be 
mine (as ſome of them confir- 


med to mee) which  accord- | 


ingly I did. The Convention be- 
ing about to diſſolve, their acts 
and proceedings regiſter d, and f 
ſome of the Members, injoined } 
to give an account thereof to 
the Lords, the States General, 1 
moved the Brethren they would 
be pleaſed to ſtay a a little, having 
ſomething to offer to them, 
which they conſenting to, I told 


them the five, Articles (then in 


. 


my hands, the tenor of which 
briefly read to them) I had 
tainly found to be ſent abroad 
into ſeveral Prov. unces, as Zealand 
and the Dioceſſe of Atrecht, by Þ 
ſome of this Aſſembly, and 

read by ſome, Miniſters in their 
publike Meetings, and look't up- 
on as comprehending my Judge- 
ment; I there ſolemnly with a 
good conſcience in the preſence | 
of God, and before all that Con- 
vention profeſſed, that theſe 
poines | 
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points of Religion were not 


mine, neither did they contain 


iy judgement; and this L repea-+ 
ted over and over again, humbly 
beſeeching the brethren, they 
would not ſo eaſily credit thoſe 


ö ; flying reports of me, neither ſq 


II Te + e Y fY vw” Co” 
8 8 by” me . 


lightly entertain that as coming 
from me, diſperſed ſo much to 


my prejudice. 


To this anſwer was made by 


one of the Convention, I ſhould 


do wel to ſigniſie to the brethren 


what I approved, or diſliked in 
thofe Articles, whereby they 
might come to ſome knowledge 


of my r which motion 
was ſeconded by ſome one. But 


I returned, this Convention was 
4 fot ſummoned for any ſuch end, 


that we had fit long enough; and 


chat the Lords the States exper 
4 Red' an anſwer: And thus we 
| diffolved, no man urgins it any 


. 


A further, or teſtifying their joynt- 
1 conſent by any prh 


waſive to the 
- rea 


1 


— | * | F : 
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EL 


reaſonableneſs of it; Nay, ſome 


ting of me herein was far from 


there preſent gave out, as I aſter - 
ward underſtood, that they had 
it in ſpecial command not to enter 
a debate of any Doctrine, which 
if it had fallen out, they would 

preſently have deſerted the C: 
vention; and therefore the ſolici- 


being the minde of the whole 
A embly. 


This ts a true relation, Moſt No- 
ble and Potent States of my bre- 
threns ſolicitation and my refu- | 
ſall, whence in my opinion its 
clearly manifeſt, if reſpect be had 
to their requeſt and the manner of 
it to wy den all, and the ground 
thereof, together with my Pre- 
ſentmemts herein, there was no 
cauſe for this my accuſation. 
Their requeſt leading to a Decia - 
ration of my ſelf in the matters 
of faith was not in my 22 
ſion grounded upon the leaſt 
reaſon, having never admini 
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ſtred cauſe to them (by teaching 


4 that at any time oppugnant 0 


the Word of God, the Confeſſion or 


Þ Catec' iſme of the Belgie Chur- 


cher) why they ſhould deſire this 


of me more then any other, ha- 


Le 


B. 7 a 
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ving often avouched my readi- 

8 s to give way (if any fruit ſhal 
) 

of ) that this ſhould be inquired 

into in a Synod either Provincial 

or National, that a further 

knowledge may be had thereof. 


I The manner of their Deſire bß 
Deputies did maniteſtly diſlike 


me, — — oppreſſed with 
the prejudice of the Synod which 
is not preſumed to ſolicite any 
man to a conference by their De- 
puties, without cauſe given them 
ſo to do; therefore twas not 
ſafe to admit of any ſuch thing, 
leſt by that means ſhould con- 
fels my ſelf guilty of reaching 
ſomething contrarie to what was 


J right. 


C% Rear 


likely to come there- 
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Reaſons of my refuſal were 


theſe. 


\ Firſt, not being under the Sy- 
nod of South or North-Holland; 
but having other Superiours of 
my owne,to whom I ſtood bound 
to give an accouut of my actions, 
I could not conſent to any confe- 
rence with their Depaties, unleſs 
with their conſent, and an ex- 
preſs command from them, eſpe- 
cially it being incumbent not as a 
private duty upon me, the Depu-- 
ties themſelves clearly enough in- 
timating the C onference not to be 
of a private nature, in denying 
to lay aſide the Title of Deputa- 
tion, and proceed in their one 
names with me. And therefore 
I had finned againſt my Superior: 
if I had not refuſed the ſame. I 
wiſh their Brethren would re- 
member, there was never yet a- 
ny of our Miniſters (ſubjected as - 


a Member to their reſpective S- 
- 


nd) | 


—__G__ * 
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1 4) durſt ag any time enter a 
conference without the advice of 
the Magiſtrate, neither ever any 
particular Magiſtrate permit the 
Miniſter under his Juriſdiction 
to undertake a conference with 
the Deputies of the Churches, 
unleſs they had firſt conſented to 
it, which they would often do by 
being preſent themſelyes by thei 
Deputies, | | 

Mad 80d, 
Let them onely recollect what 
was done at Leydes. in the cauſe Nomina 
of Colhaſius at Gouda, With Her- aN 
mannus Herberts at Horn, in the . 
caſe of Cornelius Wigyer and Me- eden- 
denblich in the cauſe of Taco, blicus 


Second Reaſon diſſwading me 
from the conference, was the great 
inequality thereof; equality be- 
ing a neceſſary qualification in 
perſonal debates. 1. They came 
againſt me (with whom all things 
ſtood in a private capacity arm d 
with publike Authority; Now I 
| CY: am 
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upon 8 
Periors, therefore ſtrictly obli- 
17 to contend to the utmoſt Þ 


| were of, inſomuch as 
ſafe for them to admit of my rea- 


not ignorant how greatly 
they are under · propt, who do a- 
ny thing by vertue of this power. 
4 
beſides the two deputed from the 
' Synod of North-Holland with 
them; I was alone, not onely de- 
ſtitute of help, but alſo of wit- 


were three in number, 


neſſes, to whom (as they like - 


wiſe) I might ſafely commit my 


affairs. 3. They were not at 
Liberty, being compelled to hang 
mene of their Su- 


r that opinion in d they 
was not 


ſons or arguments, though ne- 


ver ſo cogent and inſoluble; 
- which confidered, I did not ſee 


what fruit or advantage could 
mutually reſult from this confe- 


rence, às in equity ſhould , and 
winch on my part was likely c 


do, being free in my ſelf, and a- 
bie (byvringing my conſeree 
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in, without the ppejudice of any, 
to the examination) to admit of 
that which my conſcience con- 
vinced of the Truth, ſhould di- 
Rate to be right. Of how great 
concernment all theſe things are 


your . Highneſs's had known 


more fully, if you had been pre- 
ſent by your Deputies in that Pre- 
paratory Convention. 


Third Reaſon. Their own rela- 
tion after the conference to the 
Synod, could not but be divers 


_ prejudicial to me, whether 
abſent 


of nnd. if abſent, it 
might eaſily'happen(cither by o- 
miſſion, addition, or diſlocation 


of words, by inconſiderateneſs in 


defect of underſtanding, or imbe- 
cility in the want of memory, 
or by the prejudice of diſaffecti- 
on) a Narrative ſhould be made 
otherwiſe then the truth of the 
thing required. If preſent, *twere 
difficult to eſcape or correct this 


inconvenience, better credit be- 


C 4 ing 
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: ing likely to be given to their 
own Deputies, then to =p ſelf- A 
private . 4 

Laſtiy, B this means l ſhould 
have yeekle the Convention ſome Þ 
right and prerogative over mee, 
which it neither hath, nor I could | 
give, conſidering my plate, wich- 
out injuring thoſe our common 
Magiſtrate would ſet over me. 


| Therefore Equitie did not 
t ore conſtrain me, then Nec 
f , to repudiate this conference. 
vet might they have 7 
their deſire, if they would have 
imbraceda private Debate of all 
the Articles of ( l iſtian Faith, as 
} offered them; this being more 
accommodate to a mutual edifi- 
ation, where every one (as . 
manner is) may ſpeak with hey 
tome and familiarity, then the 
other where the Formalities of 
De utations are obſerved: Nei- 
ther was there the leaſt ground 
why they ſhould ſhew pay x | 
2225 oy 5 
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. fo hard to be intreated in this 


.caſe, when every one might have 


done it himſelf, having further 


delivered my mind herein, that 
whatever ſhould be tranſacted 
by us ſhould abide with us, and 


1 not paſs abroad to any; which 


if they had conſented to, I doubt 
not but we had either fatisfied 
one another, or at laſt made ap- 
pear, that no damage could ac- 
crue upon this our matual cont ro- 
verſie to the Truth neceſſary to 
ſalvation , godlineſs, or chriſt ian 
Peace. 8 rk 


To omit theſe things, I cannot 
give an account to my ſelf how 
theſe rumours are conſiſtent one 
with another; I am complain d 
of for not declaring my judge- 
ment, and yet in my on Coun- 
trey and forraign parts I am in- 
veigh'd againſt, as if I indeavour- 
ed the introduction of ſome im- 
pure Novel and falſe Tenents in 
Church and Chriſtian Religion. 

, — 


if 


ry 
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Trath defended ; 
If I declare not my judgment, 
whence is the unſoundneſs of it 
manifeſt? If I explicate not my 
ſelf, how can I bring in any 
ſities? If they be nothing but 
ſuſpitions obtruded upon me, it's 
againſt the rule of Charity to at- 
tribute ſo much to them: But I 

am reported to expreſs my ſelfe 
in ſome things, but not in all; 
yet even in them it's not darkly 
manifeſt whitherI tend That's 
to be here obſerved, whether a- 
ny thing delivered by me be jud- 
ged contrary tot he Word of God, or 
la the Confeſsion of the Belgick Chur- 

a ches. If thelaſt*be proved, that 
greeing e 
with the T have taught any _ contrary 
Belgick to that I ingaged my telf by my 
Confeſſi- own ſubſcription , I am liable to 
22 puniſhment; if the firſt * be 
ry rothe made good, I ought to be much 
Word of more {trictly dealt with, and ob- 
God. liged either to recant or to lay a- 

ſide my place, eſpecially if the 
heads of doctrine were notori- 
ouſly injurious to the * - 
i 0 od, 
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God, and ſalvation of men. But 
if they were found neither to 
claſhwirh the Word of God, nor 
the Belgick Confeſsian, neither 
the inferences depending upon 
them, according to the Rule of 
the Schoolmen, The conſequences 
of a doit rine being falſe, the dactrine 
is falſe libęwiſe, and ſo on the contra- 
. One of theſe ought to have 
been done, either 'a charge 


brought in againſt me, or a diſ- 


crediting the reports of me: The 
later I wiſhed for; the firſt I fea- 
red not, notwithſtanding the one 
and thirty Articles diſperſed e- 
very where under iny name, to 
the great prgjudice of me, were 
noted by perſons of great quali- 
ty, into whoſe hands they were 
given, with what unſavourineſs 
they were framed; with what 
faith and conſcience they were im- 
poſed upon me: But I expect to 
hear, Why did you not to avoyd 
theſe commetions, an i to ſatisfie [0 
many Miniſters , fully open your 
*F. | 6 5 ſelf 


1 
* 


| Truth defended ; 
ſelfe to your fellow-brethren tn the q | 

whole matter of Religion, either for | 

jour own timely inſtruttion, or their 
ſeaſonable preparation to a mut nal? 
conference ? 


Three inconveniences deter- 
red mefrom this: Leaſt 


Firſt, my judgment profeſſed, 
ſhould afford matter to them to 
| frame an Action againſt me. 
„ 2. Leaſt the ſame ſhould be 
diſquieted and refuted in their 
Pulpits and Academical Dif- 
putes. 7 
> 3. Leaſt it ſhonld be tranſmit- 
ted to Forraign Univerſities and 
Churches, with hope of obtain- 
ing a condemnatory ſentence 
againſt it, and of bearing. me 
down this way; that I had weigh- 
ty cauſe to fear all theſe things, 
were not hard for me from the 
Tenents and Writings of ſome 
of them clearly to demonſtrate. 
fat whieh reſpects my Infor- 
| mation 


- 
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tion or inftruction; which I 


might hope from thence, ſo it is; 


there being beſides my ſelfe ma- 


ny others who had drawn up 


their meditations in the matters 


of Religion; inſtruction could 


not ſo profitably be adminiſter d 


any where as in the place of our 


joynt appearance, where a Defi- 


nitive Sentence as they call it, 
might and ought to be pronoun- 
ced; as for my brethrens ſeaſona- 
ble Preparation to the Confe- 
rence,certainly it would be Then 
moſt commodious Whez every one 
have produced their meditations 
together, and ſo the reaſon of 


all things at once might be 


had. 


And thus I have waſhed away 
the things chiefly caſt upon 


me, and come to —— 
e 


my promiſe and execute 


commands which you my Lords 


the Noble and Potent Sates have 
laid 


G ee 
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laid upon me, being confident | 
. no — way will ariſe, ei- 

er to m on, or judgment, * 
in that obecbence ariſeth from 2 1 
which next after God,andaccor- F 
ding to God, I owe to this hono-— 
rable Aſſembly. 


- The firſt and chief bunch in 
Religion, upon which I have fixed 
my thoughts for thele many 
years laſt paſt, is the Predeſtiuati- 
en of God. That is, the elett ion and 
reprobation ef men to life and death, 
making my entrance here, Hefirſt | 
explain what ſome have delivered 
in our Churches, and this Univer- 
fity of Leyden, both in words and 
writings concerning it; then ma- 
nifeſting my thoughts upon that, 

I wil laſtly proceed to a Declara- 
tion of my own judgment in this þ 
point. 


The Teachers in our Churches 1 
are not at aneneſs and ſimplicity 
in their judgments touching this 


0 4 


1 deftrine, but various and different 
4 amongſt themſelves. 


The opinion of thoſe who tale 


on. - oy 


ws — 
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the high and rigid way (as tis e- 


very where contained in their 
writings) is this, 


1. That God by an eternal 


- and immutable decree ant of men, 


not conſidered as made, much leſs 
as fallen, hath predeſtinated ſame 


to everlaſting life, others to.eter- 
nal deſtruction, without any in- 
tuition, or reſpect to righteomſweſs 


# or ia, obedience or diſ.bedience, of 
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3. That God hath decreed 
thoſe (whom he would preciſely 
fave) as to ſalvation; fo to the 
means ap ning thereunto, 
to bring them to faith in Jeſus 


Chriſt, and perſeverance in it; 
and this indeed by his irreſiſti- 


ble grace, and power, ſo as they 
cannot but beleeve, perſevere, 

and be ſayed. 
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of cheix Creator, and r not by 


their own * preceding Ffinne and 
merit „bor fimply and alone by 
| this  PredeMination. | 


- -NineQys This Predeſt nation gary. 
nes ricall ' repugnant to the 


to nc made n 


put into 
5 Geese as bund Execution 


f * | ghisintentand meaning, that it che De- 


F yby which R oba- ctees. 
rierly made might attain 


end. s not lebe webe 

Of 870 00d is to be eſti⸗ 
jodged 0 of according 

to the mindöf the giver , or the 


| gidto, ern it was given. 
The. 


— 


IT, * . = * is — +- 
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Fn x Toma, 8 


The] intent of the Donor here 
been damnation, which 2 1. 
the creature for its; ſubject; b 
end or event of chis Creation, the 
eternal e thereof; 
which ca Creation had not ip 
the communication of any goo 
but a preparatory to the gr ; 
evil, and that both aceprding rg 1 
.  theintentof the ee 75 1 
event of the thing, according to 
Marth. 26. that of our Saviour, It Ws 1 A 
"r*. > better for that man that in bad ne- 4 I 


8 ten born. 0 


* + 


apc 8 of hatred, 
th from thengs; 
2 cingor proceed of 

therefore, it is no 1 r way | 
2 to the. execution | 


& ari 


3. Creation.is a ct act 41 
God,a declarative of 1 5 1 
Goodnels , and Omnipotencie; * 
therefore not ſubordigare. to. 24 1 
end of any precedaheol 

or action of God; but ta ris 59 
bean upon ag an act appaine 2 


* 


— 22 — 


rvnmeerg karl. i 


"Ted ne antecedaneous, 
"and preceding all other actions, 
which he either could decree or 
undertake; for without the pre- 
conception of it, he could not 
ordain the actual undertaking 6f 
\ any other buſineſs, without its ex- 
cecution he could not abſolve and 
* finiſh any other Work. 


: 
7 
Fa 


4. All the actions of God, ten- 


ang to the damnation of his 
creatures, are aliens and forraign- 
ers, in that God conſents unto 
them for ſome other extraneous 


cauſe; but Creation is the moſt 


proper act of God, to which he 

could not be moved by any exter- 

nal cauſe, being that firſt act of 

God, without which indeed there 

E elſe but Cod, every 

2 is having i its be- 
this action: 

85 If Creation be the way or 
Ed beers Cod will execute 
the Decree of bis Reprobation, 

' then | he wills more the act of 


1 REPROBATION,, | then 


— 


* r o 


{ES fenden; 


Tharwek 0 90 Trnrng PEI if 5 
2 man wil more in the act of condemiii 
— rhe h "- 
means, Tome of his harmleſs ertature „ 
muſt needs then in the act OK their oree 
be leſs tion, & , 92 . od "77 R 
conſidera-ꝝ x 115 92759 
3 Laſtiy, Creation cannot be a A 
which he way or means to Reprobation 
wills as © according, to the abſolute pur? 
the end. poſe of God, when that being . 
ms niſhed, man might ſtill: remain in 4 
Een aa obedience to Gods commani 1 
reprobare and not ſinne , to which God E 
perſons, be. had afforded ſufficient Arc A 
ing boch in on the one part, and placed an- 
Adam dc. ſwerable impediments on the 0. 
cording, to 


5 : ther, which 1 is in open hoſtility 1 
Abe. of with this Doctrine of enn T 


tion. ih 9 
| . * ; K 


16, Arg, "Tenthly , This Predeſiinatin. 4 


5 A 


fures not the nature of eternal 
life, and thoſe Titles wherewith Þ 
it is dignified in Scripture; N : 
led the Juhevitance ” the _ 

Tit. 3.7, C0 TOR GE dhe ode 


U to Job. r. 12. 
the Doctrine of the 
who believe in the name of Jeſw Matth. g. 
brit; 8 terme, Thi u. 
tmr f tbedience, and of W 
bor of love, the- od Goes theſe Heb. 6. io 
er fangt a good fight, und Re .-... 
1 crown of yight cnſreſt, „ Tim . 
&.' Therefore Cod hath not de- 
2 eternal liſe to any out of 
bis: abfolyte detree, without any 
reſpect ot confideration had of 
| fab and obedience. ' 

Wee „This doctrine dif-, 
with rhe nature of eternall it, Arg. 
and thoſe names put upon 

by the Holy Ghoſt ; 7 s ſtiled 
1 The wages of fin; the paniert of Rom.6.23 
eternal deftrnetion , which 18 < et. 5 
dell for them that brow not God, nei 
er obey the Goſpel of Chriſt”, erer- Marth, 25. 
1 ö | nat Fire prepared for the Be vil and Al. 
bus Angels, Fire which foxll con: econ 
Lee the  Aqverſaries 4 God: 
+ Ther everlaſting death is 
none out of the ab- 


: + F- DSS 2 LE Fiz OE 7 
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'Twelkhly, hos eee TS 
wich the nature and property c 
Sin, and that two ways. 1. a 
is known by the names of 
bedience and rebellion in Scriß⸗ 
ture, which finds no place in that 
pe 0 pon whom, an. = 
dable neceſſity of {in ver 
tue of the preceding 12 
God is incumbent.” 2. Sin is the? 
meritorious cauſe of condemna- 
tion; Now the meritorious cauſe.” ] 
is that which moves Yes will < | © 
God. to reprobate accor Sing th F 
uſtice; it induceth God to 
F is hareful,, to reject and re- ; 
Probate, therefore ſin can be 1 
middle or intermediate cauſe no. Y 
which God executeth his decree” 
or will of akne cb 


Iz. CPR 


% 


I; Arg. MD This re - 
- ethagainſtt Ve A 
eee r= 7 
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lyeth , e its ve Tic 
althc . it is — to bee 
moſt advantagious and neceſſary 
for its eftabliſhment;; and this 
it dorh three wayes : Firſt, Grace 
i accommodated to the nature 
of man, not A 5 liber 
of his will, but diſpo- 
Wo: and ee its depravi- 
ty, yeelding unto him His proper 
motions and inclinations; But 
| this Doctrine introduceth. ſuch a 
kind of grace by which the free- 
=” of the will is wholly taken a- 
ay, and the exerciſe of it hin- 
Ured. Secondly , Grace in the 
Vicus is ſet forth unto us as 
| reſiſtible, that may bee received in 
dan, omitted, not aſſented unto, not 
ce operated with, this Predeſtinati- 
on affirming the contrary , that 
it is an irreſiſtible force and ope- 
ration. Thirdly, Grace according Acts 3. fl. 
to the primary intent and minde 3 Cor. 6.1, 
of God, leads to the good ofted 1 
thoſe to whom it is tendered and dt. 3. 
received; but this doctrine i im · Tul. 22 
| „ ports 


*. — * L, * * er 
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= 66 | Truth dejended ; 
ort griee de de afforded ſome | 
reprobate perſons, and commus Þ 

nicated to the very ihumination 


of their underſtandings, and par- 
ticipation of the Heavenly Gift, for 

no other end and piirpoſe, then 

that being lifted up on high their 
fall 1 debe the greater, that 

they might merit and receive the 

more hea em 

14 Arg. 14. It's iujurious to the glo | 
God, ich ſtands not 1 the il 
claradion of Liberty or Authori- 
, confiſts not in the demonſtra. 
by tion of Wrath and Power; but 
| lac © as it's well conſiſtent with his Jus) 

poſeth tice; with the honorable ſal 
2A of his goodneſs; but ir ſtror Xl 
peecans reſults 3 this of fo upon d 2 FN | 
dul. Gad ts the auther ſin upon th 
__ four-fold account. 1 
the end f 
—_ 1. In that it makes God re“ 
iy > 5 Y ae to _ pond = — 
tration of his 

me — Juſtice and wh. 1 the Aves 
gteſſton. on of n an W 


9 tt me . 


Er — 4 2 - „ 
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ö of others , which neither is, not | 
F ever could be effected but by the 
4 entrance of fin into the world, 


2. In that it affirms, God (for See p. 


the attaining of his end) * or- 21. where 
dined chat man ſhould fin and the ordi- 
become vitious: by. which 1 of 


pointment of God, man's fall an 


vas unavoidable. - means to 


3. For that it aſſerts God to execute 
have ſubſtracted and denied chat tt e decree 
grace to man ſufficient and ne- f Predeſt. 


ceſſary to the avoidance of 


and that before his actual tranſ- 


F greſfion; which is all one, as if he 

bad impoſed upon his creature a 
|, Law impoſlible for him to keep, 
eonſider din che natural capacity 
herein he was created. 


4. Becauſe it attributes to God 


þ thoſe actious concerning man as 


28A 


ell external as internal; mediate 


( by che intervening of other 


creatures)asitamediate; by which 
man was neceſfitated to ſin, and 
that neceſſitate confequentss , by a 
# F2 conſe- 


45 ruth defended; 


gel neceſlity ( as the 
School-men call it ) anteceding | 
the thing it ſelf, which is wholly 
deſtructive to the freedom of 4 
mans will, & this act it i mom d 
to God, as out of his chief dc pri- 
mary intention, without any 
preſciencie, or 2 
of mans inclination, will, or acki 
on: Hence may be deducted „That 
God traly ſins, becauſe (accordi ; 
to this Do&rine) he provokes to 
fin by an unavoidable act, out of 
his own purpoſe and | prima in⸗ 
tent, without the leaſt induce- 
ment from the precedent merit 
and fin of the creature: It's für- 
ther concludable from theſe Pre- 
miſes, That God onely ſins , it not 
being competible to that 
( being the commiſſion of a r. 
bidden act) who is moved there 
unto by force inevitable. J 


" Laſtly, It follows, That ſin is ws 
fo, it neicher being lo in its ſelf, 


nor worthy of that Name, which 
N God 


— Ws Pe I, . 
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God himſef. doth. Befides theſe, 
it wounds the honor of God ano- 
| ther way; but for the preſent ' 
$ theſe may ſeem ſufficient to be al- 
| ledged. | | 
Fifteentkly, This Doctrine is 
highly ignominious to Chriſt our 15. Arg. 
daviour; for, 1. It ſhuts him out Oy 
of the Decree of Predeſtination, 2 — 
by pre· determining the end, and Chriſt is 
affirming men were firſt fore - ap- placed as 
pointed to ſalvation; and then à mcans 
Chriſt ordained to fave them, Put n- 
which removes him from being tinte 
the foundation of Election. 2. It Decree of 
denies him to be the meritorious election. 
eauſe in the recovery of our loſt 
I falvation, placing him only as a 
4 cauſe ſubordinate to the ſalvation 
I fore-appointed,as aServant & In- 
I ſtrument to apply the ſame to us: 
and this holds coreſpondency Wb 
©] that opinion wherein God is jud- 
+} ged abſolutely to will the ſalvati- 
Jen of ſome men, and that in his 
'Ffirſt and ſupreme Decree (upon 
which all his other Ordinations 
es depend 


Nr. TT 
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reordained a Saviour to them a- 
ne, to be _—; and as we 
may ſo ſpeak, found anew,and re- 
covered for them oni. 


16. Ag.  Sixceenthly: This Doctrine it: 


noxious and to the ſalva-· 
tion of men: For, 
1. It hinders chat ſaluteferous 


and godly ſorrow for ſin, which | 


cannot be found in thoſe W 


have no remorſe and feeling 
thereof, which Contrition no 


man is capable of who commits 


2 Cor. 3. fin by the inevitable neceſſity of | 


19. the Decree of God. 


2. It puts to flight that pions ' 


ſolicirude of turning our ſelves 


|  Sependetd follow) ee was 1 
poſſible thoſe. men ſhould loſe } 
— ſalvation, and therefore not 
neceſſary by the merit of Chriſt, F. 


— 
. 


from fin to God; for he that is | 


purely paſſi ve, and like 4 dead 


2.3. man, not only in the preception 
Nw of the preſent Grace of God ex- 


| A" but alſo in his afſent | 


and 


1. 


ae. <6 ans ”R —_— — — OI 
© <4 
- * 4 


Innocency cleared. - BR: wel 
| 2nd obedience thereunto, and is 
ſo converted by an irreſiſtible 
4 power, that he cannot but feel 
de pulles of grace, forced to give 
up his aſſent thereunto, whereby 
he is changed, cannot concei ve or 
| 4nduce into his minde ſuch 
arrefulneſe, unleſs he hach firſt 
felt that irreſiſtible, motion; or if 
| at any time he Mould Bigre ap in 
his heart any ſuch ſolicitude, it 
would be fruſtraneous, and of no a 
; | advantageuntohim; for it could 
not be any true carefulneſs which 

was not b n in him by chat 

— purpoſe n 
5 ole, and abſolute ane 

— of God for bis ſalvati- 
on. | | 
3. Ic inhibiceth and reſtrains 
che zeal and ſtudy of good works 
in converted perſons, when it 
ſaichregenerate perſons are in no 

— — 

| a 4 re that 

— — is obliged 

to work, neither can he int mit 
8 F 4 it, 


1 5 =} 


— 
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Ph. l. 2.12. 


it; but not being agitated there- 


with, he can do nothing, he muſt 


of neceſſity omit it. 


4- Tr-extinguiſheth all precato- 
ry zeal and fervencie; Prayer is 
that efficacious means inſtituted 


of God for the obtaining of eve-, 


ry good thing, eſpecial ly ſalvati- 


on at his hands; bur from him 
who hath determined the ſalvati- 
on of theſe men, by an unchangea- 
ble aud immutable Decree, Prayer 
can be Bo means to procure it; 
it's onely the Worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God, for out of his poſi- 
tive' decree of Predeſtination he 
hath appointed the ſalvation of 
ſuch individual men. 

5- It takes away that wholſome 


fear and trembling in which we 


are commanded to work out our 
ſalvation, in that it poſitively af · 


firms, That the elect and believing 


perſon cannot ſin with that full 
bent of will as the wicked do, nei- 
ther totally or finally fall away 
from faith or grace received. 


6.It 


— 
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6. It begets in men a deſpair of 
t doing that which their duty re- 
quired ,. & obtaining that where- 

unto their deſires were carried 
out, when they are taught that 
che grace of God, which is neceſ- 
 faryto the production of every 
good act, out of the abſolute and 
preciſe Necree of God, is denied 
to the major part of men, and 
that in purſuance of a preceding 

Decree, equally peremptory wick 

the later, wherein he determined 
not to confer eternal life, but e- 
[ verlaſting death upon them; it 


cannot but eaſily hence ariſe, that 
whoever is not perſwaded of his 
being elected, ſhould judge him- 
ſelf of the number of Repro- 
bates, whence muſt needs ſpring 
up in him a fearful deſparation 

, of doing righteouſneſs, and gain- 
ing eter nal life. 


| Seventeenthly, This Doctrine ,,, Arg 
| inverts the Goſpel of our Lori 
{ Jeſus Chriſt. In the Goſpel God 

- requires 


Truth defended bb | 
requires of men faith and repen 
tance, ch opt to — 
beſievers life everlaſting; but by 

this Decree of Predeſtination, 
God is ſet forth as preciſely. wil- 
ting to give ſalvation to ſome ſin- 
. pular men, together with faich 
| and repentance by an abſolute 
and irrefiftible power, becauſe 
vas his will and pleaſure to ſave 
chem. In the goſpel God denoun- | 
ceth eternal death to itents 
and Unbelievers, that deterring -| 
them by his threats from their in- 
fidelity he might ſave them; but 
in this Decree of Predeſtination 
God is repreſented unwilling to 
give unto ſome men that grace 
neceſſary to Faith and Converſi- 
on, becauſe he had peremptorily 
decreed to condemn them. The 
Dt goſpel ſatth,God fo loved the world, 
3 Joh.16. ht be gave his onely begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believed in him © 
Hould not periſh, but have everla- 
fing life: but this Doctrineſaith, = 
God fo loved thoſe he abſolmtely — . 
ae! 
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- fied to eternal life, that he bath gi- 
wen his Son for them alone, and 
works Them up to fa th by force irre- 
ſiſtible. In a word, the goſpel 
th, Perform the Command, aud 
thow ſhalt obtain the Promiſe, be- 
lieve, and thus ſhalt live: butythis 
Doctrine faith , Beranſe it is wy 
will and pleaſure to beſtow life upon 
thee, therefore will I give faith unto 
ther erte which is the very in- 
verſion of the goſpel, and a tur- 
ning it upſide down ws 


ighteenthly, This Predeſtina- ; * 
den bin re 
Miniſery of the goſpel, , 

1:For no man can be a Minlſter 
and fellow-labourer with God, 
neither the Word preached by 
him an inſtrument of grace and 
the ſpirit, if the Lord quicken 
him who is dead in ſin by an irre- 1nfy- 
fiſtible power, no more then the ment of 
creature could be an inſtrument he 2 
of * grace in the firſt Creation or . Ce. 
Contributory to its reſuſcitation tion of the 
from the dead. 2. By world. 


„ * * LA 
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2. By this Doctrine the diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel is made the 
ſavor of death unto death to the 
greater part of Auditors, and an 
inſtrument of condemnation out 
of the primary purpoſe, and ab- 
ſolute intent of God, without the 
leaſt intuition of their preceding 
Rebellion. 


3. By this Predeſtination bap- 
tiſm to reprobate Infants, the 
chitdren of federal and belie- 
ving Parents, is a meer blank, and 
ſeals nothing, and ſo altogether 
unprofitable, and that out of the 
preciſe Intention of God, with- 
out any default of the Infants, to 
whom according to divine Com- 


mand this Ordinance is admini- 
ſtred. 


4. This obſtructs faith and con- 
fidence in publique prayers and 
ſupplications to God for the 
benefit of all thoſe that hear the 


word, when according to this 
doctrine 


n 
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doctrine there are many amongſt | 


them whom God is not onely not 
williag to ſave, but in his abſo- 
lute, eternall & immutable will 
preceding all things and eauſes, 
would condemne, notwithſtan- 


ding the Apoſtle injoining Pray- - 
| ers and ſupplications to be made 


for all men adds this reaſon, fer 
this is good and acceptable before 
God our Saviour, who will have 


| all men to be ſaved, andto come 


unto the knowledg of the truth. 


5. The compoſure of this Do- 


+. &rine eaſily renders Paſtors and 


- Teachers ſloathfull and negligent 
in their function, as if their di- 
ligence were onely advantagious 


to thoſe whom God would pre- 


ciſely ſave, being in no poſſibi- 
lity of periſhing ; and their neg- 


44: ligence only Prejudiciall to thoſe 


whom God would have miſcarry, 
and are neceſſarily to be undone 
for ever without any poſſibility 
of ſalvation. 2 


I Tim. 2. 


* 19. This 


— 
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19 Arg. 


10. This Doctrine rends to Re- 
ligions overthrow in Generall , 
and the chriſtian in ſpeciall: Reli- - 


ion C in generall, is 
Funded upon a twofold love of 
hath nor ever will have any being 
in the world, the firſt.1s that 
Love ' of righreouſrefſe which- 
gives being to the hatred of ſin; | 
the ſecondis, the love of the rati- 
onall creature , the love extended 
to man, as in the buſineſſe in a- 

itation, according to that of 


Heb. ii, 6, the Apoſtle, He that comet h 11 
to Goa muſt believe that be is, and 


that he is avewardey of thoſe that 

aihgently ſeek him: his love of 
righteouſneſſe is demonſtrated in 
this, that he will not give eter- 
nall life to any but thofe that ſeek 


him; his love of men, that he will 


beſtow bleſſedneſſe upon them, 


if they inquire after him. The mu- 


tall relation betwixt them isthis, 


There can be no place for the fe- 


fluxes of love to the creature, 
but 


God, without which it neither f 
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FT bat as the love of ri 


permits it. The * form tr is far more *The love 
' gacellim then the la er; there i is aþ of Righ- 
wayes a way open for che emana- *<ovincls 
tions of love to the Creature f 10 


'F- » bl hen 
where the love of righteouſneſle the Jorg of 
hath not ſtop” t it. the crea· 


dear to him then his own juſtice 3 
or his eternal ruin more abhor- 

rent then his diſobedience: The 
+ ſecond is clear, in that he con- 


diemnes none, but for fin, and 
| faves thoſe that are turnd from i it, 


which would not be done by him 
unleſſe he yeelded his love 4 = 
| e 5 o far as juſtice r 
. y judgment permitt 

This Donne of p 


inverts and changeth this order 


| and muruall reſpect, Firſt, » by 
© aſſerting. God preciſely to = 
the ſalvation of fome men, with- 


out having in his purpoſean * 


he ſirſt is evident, in Gods con- turc. 
| demning man for ſin, which he 
loves as his Creature, " which he 
would not do, if man were more 


* ESRC i 
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to their obedience, whereby| — : 
love of menis preferd to his 

of righteouſneſſe; and char 

men, they. are more es 

by him then his own juſtice, and 
their miſery more abhorrent uns 

to him, then their ſin and diſo- 
bedience. The ſecond: „by aver-/ 
ring the contrary , that God ab- 
ſolutely will's the deſtruction of 
ſome men, no conſideration 
had in his decree of their diſobe- 
dience, which detract's from his 
love to the Creature a which; 
appertains to it, and repreſent's: 

a Creature hatred in God, with»? 
out any cauſe or neceſſity drawn 
from his love of juſtice, and batred | 
of obliquity; wherein true it is C li 
not, that ſin is the primary ob- 
ject of Divine diſpleaſure, and held 1 in 
ſole meritoriqus cauſe thereof Of 
how great importance this is to 
the razing the ſoundation of Re- ! 6 | 


beet we ma ay aptly ſee in this 
u 


ſimilitude, ſuppoſe a child 


peaking, N ly father is ſo greata * 
7 lover 


* 


Tngocency. «| cared, n 


wer of juſtice and equity 2 
1 ſhould be found in waies of 
ſobedience before him, he oe e 


inherit me, thoug "he dry e A 
Med ſon, therefore ty of 


bedience is higꝑbly incumbent. 
on me, if 1 RA to ek 
"Meir. Another ſaith ey, fuck —4 
Ich fixed his love ſo much 
ee, that he is abſolutely telolved 
| jmake abt dere: what need 
Me there of obedience? for. in his 
| abe abe I am deſtinated 
ie inheritance , | 
u he will ſuffer 58 100 come 
bo re thereof, he will draw me to 
him by force irreſiſtible; 
1 bit ich is in a direct line of oppo- 
; tion to We) words of 
fat And thinks not to ſay. wit 
bs "Jour ſelves. , We have 
. M to or Fa- 
| 1 K unto en, 
85 of tbeſe St es. f 
72 0 1 unto A Wr. 
M. "v7 N00 Wy The 


Matt. 3 9. 


1 
X 
| p * TH 


5 "Tres Aon, I 


FEES Ret 
57 foundation, Lone 
nd ink 2 conſidered tþ 


e, according to the 11 =| S 
ap tie who bling 78 SY 


eandfa your 3 


3 


ccant hs his en 
DG oro ul ; 
e of Righteor vl 


| me ch our” on leans) by 
wo 85 that which once 
in Chriſt, that 16]; 
= ord eps pane but 
90 Fon, ne her f 
er: admit him our Adv 
cate and „Leerer bat — 
| ck with his tlo 

oe „ 
reaching o oſpel that 18: 

he will not bin aicate brit 
3 but tho 
chat n 's unto an ee 1 
* I 1 19 ae 5 

— upon wic 0 the 
fen Religion is hottom' d, is, 


E by. | which de bath 175 * 
5 r chem 


as alſo that by which 

dience, Hot Accor 

| al to the; tigour and ſeverity 
| bf bi His utm 1 7 and guthori- 
but with grace and idee 

ind the promiſe of ret of 

In, if forks we ma 7 9 7 
This Fundam Hart ige 
lefination Encouſiters two 


their e 

Kon to ci love oY 115 ce in 
2 1 and th in 17 
wy ge according to 


1 = it over tur fis 5 
nu tor oh of ei 
= d willing © Ne 


2 1 | . 1 


5 


84 


2 ©: Trath defended : ; 


perſons. out of malice. 


ogy reſolutel: prey ſave... Secondly, 


od 11 0 5 mip | 
ling to 125 ome:fi niners, with. 
out: Any, « con FAO of 


impenitency, when a llevary i 1 
tis 11 7 1 love. 91 0 ice. 

and hatred of Sin had dees 
in Chriſt Jeſus; a that oc 
tod int ew y. of his mercy to 
be ſhewn Þ unte Hider be they 
What they will, "but... the con- 
1755 of "repent? dee; except 
me hae e to lay, what 
ibo wk ce dos 2 of. 
Prede mation; that od will 
proceed in greater ſeyeriry with 
the major part of men; I the en hes 
did with Tr ifer, and h apoſtat 
* ro ol 


Angels, 
that Chilt ank ag ſpel pr 
them no. more chen the” bb 
ſpirits; that the gate! 1 8 is 
qu ally? hut a gainſt. dhe m both 
when theſe eine in were 
5a 0 
ſuntary act, the other in their 
Haren Adam, e Fs | 


— — — — erg n _— > A— «a a i a = 


2 2 4 at 


— ©» 


-_ 


* 
A = I: | * 8 ow” 


* 
6à— om. { — Big 2 2 ů ww ́ - 


| Inmoeentychauved. EP 
fro the better underſtanding & more 

how this twofold love is the foua- 5 de- 
dation af: Religion, and: that in elaration 


Kuti ot the 
che mutual reſpect one to ano- preceaent 


{| ther, let's ponder more accurate: things, 
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$ fiery darts of Satan, Security and 
Deſpair, the pernicious, Peſts of 
Religion; either of them ſuffici- 

ent to the everſion and extir pa- 
tion thereof. The firſt flatters a 
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1 | falvacion. The other renders him 
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the later perſwaſion, with Moſes 


and the: Prophets, Chriſt and his 
Ap off les. * | 


Further , Maas in our owne 
Countrey do ſo ill reſent this do- 
ctrine, as they have openly pro- 
feſs d they neither can nor will 
have communion with our 
Church. Some that have joyned 
themſelves, yet with this proteſta- 
tion, that they conld not cloſe 
with this opinion; and not a 


{ - few (upon the ſcore of Predeſti- 
nation onely ) have fallen away 


from our Churches, who have 
been of the ſame minde with us; 
others threatning to leave us, un- 
leſs they were ſatisfied; the 


Church was not oy this judge- 
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nal point, the Papifts, Auabaptiſts, 
and Lutherans do more ſharply 
oppoſe, and by whoſe means pro- 
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caſting an Odium upon all the 
— thereof, as if there 
were no blaſphemy againſt God 
ſo dreadful, either utterable or 


imaginable, which according to 


this opinion of our Teachers, 

might not upon good conſe- 
uenee bee deduced from this 
redeſtination. | 
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any difficulty, or controverſiein 
theſe our Churches all along fince 
the times of Reformation, Which 


hath not had its rife from this 


Doctrine, or been in ſome con- 
junction with it: For the truth 
of this, wee may recollect the 
conteſts at Legden in the matter 
of Coolhaſius; thoſe at Gouda, in 
the buſineſs of Herman Herberts, 
thoſe at Hern about Cornelius 
Wigyer, and Medenblick in the 
cauſe of Taco Sibrand.. 
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© Firſt, That God hath putpoſed 


in himſelf by an Eternal and Im- 
mutable Decree, out of the lump 


of mankinde, to make the leſſer 


part (for his ꝑdod pleaſure) par- 
takers of grace and glory, to the 


raiſe of his renowned Mercy, 


ut by his preterition, to leave 
thegreater part in the ſtate of Na- 
ture, impotent to ſuper natural 
things, and not communicate to 
them that ſaving and ſpiritual 
grace, by which their nature yet 


whole and integrate might be 


eſtabliſh*d; or corrupted and de- 


ward being made peccant and 
culpable, to puniſh them with e- 
ter nal death, for the illuſtration 
of his Juſtice. 0 


Secondly, Predeſtination(which 
word with theſe men is taken in 
the ſtrict ſenſe for Election, and 
oppoſed to Reprobation) is con- 
ſiderable in reſpect F the end and 
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— reſtored to the demon- { 
ration of his Liberty; but after- 
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4 the means laading therennto. In re- 
ſpe& of the end, which is. ſalvati- 
on, and a manifeſto of his — 
grace, Man's confider d abſolute- 
ly and indifferently in his own 
nature in reference to the means; 
he is looked upon as of himſelf, 

and in himſelf periſhing, and as 


Thirdly, In the Decree, touch - 
ing the end, theſe gradations are 
obſervable; Gods preſcience by 
which he foreknew the predeſti- 
nate; then hz prefinitien, by which 
he preordain'd the ſalvation of 
thoſe whom he foreknew: Firſt; 
By electing them from eternity; 
then by preparing grace for them 
in chis life, and glory in the life 
te oe. 0 bene 
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Fourthly, Means appertaining 
to the execution of this Predeſti- 
nation, are to be Chrift himſelf; 
then efficacions calling to faith in 
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are either in them, or exiſt by 
them, (i. e.) beholding man abſo- 
lucely andiindifferently under no 

conſideration of fin. 5123-90408 
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Pridaviile; two means to be fore , 
appointed, Drxoliction in the ſtate 
of Nature, uncapable of ſaper- 
natural performances, and Non- 
communicatioxof grace, whereby 
their nature umorrupted might 
be confirm'd, or N 3 
be reſtored. 
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. — I. Juſt deſertion, and 
that's either o Explorations, 
wherein- Cod conferres not his 
grace; or of Puniſoment , when 
God deprives man of all his ſalu- 
Heron gifts, and delivers him up 
of Fata. 
2. Means hardening, and thoſe 
things that accompany it, to the | 
real damnation of ths Repro- 9 
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means neceſſary to faith and re- 
pentance; and this adminiſtra- 


Bom to be framed. according to 


Ir his Wiſdome, whereby he knowes 


' what beſt becomes his mercy and 


1 ſeperity, and according to his 


Juſtice, by which he is prepared 


to follow. the preſcript of his 1 
Miſdome, and put the ue into 
ee v4) dreh 


55 Hence los the ig: 3 
whereby he decreed the ſalvati- 


on and condemnation of ſome 


Gngular and certain perſons; and 
this Divine Ordination jeans 
upon his Preſcieney, whereby hee 
knew from eternity, who (accorr | 
ding to the vouchſafement of i- 
doneous means to faith and con- 


verſion by his preventing grace) 
were to believe, and by Ce = | 
quent perſevere; & who were nor 
to believe nor perſevere. N 


TY 
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11 . The 5 of chit 
anity, Salvation, and Aſwrance.'. 
2. The Afaterials of the Go 
pel, yea the 1 y Goſpel it 175 
and as to the two firſt Arti- 
cles thereof neceſſary to be be- 
lieved unto falvation. \ 
| T's Neither, hath it bad need 
to e examined or diſcuſi d 2 
ther G 3 "I . | 
1 learly a reſly 
1 — ap verbs early and . 


n 
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ö Scriptures, nor ever Contr radicted 
by any Orthodox 808 * 
4. Alwayesacknow ed and 


held forth. y..all ſo [Teach 
ers. 

5. It accords with, he Har- 
mony of all e Keen 
by the Prot teſtant Cher . 

6. It agrees ye 
a Bel gel Confe 936 wk 
chiſme; and if, the words in the 
156. Art. 


— DE; FORE 


" Trath gende; 8 


16. Art. "Some and others | be ex- . 
plained 3 and unbe- 

lievers, my judgement is dilucidly 

com prebended! in it, which moved 

me (bein to dilpute publikely in 
In Collegio the Colled ) to Order the * 
— ae Natel inthe: ow he K 
— Conf Itagrees with the 
Academia Catch, One 20 54. 

7. It very well ſutes the Wi 
ture of Cod, viz. his wiſdom, 
See and righ:eenſntfs,"is the 

principal matter and cleareſt de. 
wehen of them. Cee | 

Ts at ve 2 
ment with the *. Der of 2 * 
whether conſidered in the ſtate 1 
2 Innocency, Apoſtacy , or re- 
uration 


9. It holds good correſpon! 
dency with the Act of Creati: 1, 
confirming it to be the commu- 
nication of according to 
the intent of Co 4 and the event 
of the thing ; chatit bad its riſe | 
from Divine grodyeſ?, its continu- 
ation and preſervation from Di- 

vine 
9 \ 9, 


* * 9 
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duns Loy nud that i it is 

fect and proper 3 
4 wherein be 33 bitnſelf ,; _ 
procured all things which were 
| neceflary, ud non piper our to a 
not ſinnin 
104 t en wid 2a Wonne 
f mige and rhoſe titles 
1 eure its Aged in rip. 


* * Wah the? pere af there 
cee deen names . 


$10; 


1 owirdy che Holy Ghoſt 
rz. Ic makes fine robe: truly 


4 diſodedience ud che meritorious 
' cauſe of condemnation, and fo 
'F co6licards:: Wg Apoliacy: and 
Tranſgreſfion; ' 
TOO! A heemonizeh yich the 

tur f Grace, by aſeribinꝑ a 
thin — therkonts, re- 
conciling it to lis juſtiee, and the 
nature a" liberty of Mans 
Will. Ni J 55 

14. Ir s a moſt adrantagion 
deelatatwe of the f -Gods 
Jos and et fre repreſenting. 


him 


= Rr 
him the cauſe of all good, and 
our ſalvation, and Man che cauſe 
of fin, and his on run 

15. It contributes to the ho- 


nor of Jeſus Cbriſt, appointing 
him the au th i Predeſt, 
nation, the procuring. and com- 
municatory cauſe of ſalvation. 
16, It greatly promotes the 
falvation of men, being the power 
and means unto everlaſting life, 
procreating in them ſorrow for 
ſin, a ſollicitaus care of converſion, 
faith in Chriſt, ftudy of good works, 
zeal in prayer, cauſing us to work, \ 
aut cur ſalvation with fear ] 
trembling, and as far as is neceſſa> 1 
ry, hinders deſperatio. |} 
17. Itconfitms and eftabliſh- 
eth that. Order and Method the 
Preaching of the Goſpel requires; 
Firſt, exacting Faith and Reben 
tance, then promiſing Remiſſſan | 
of Sin, the grace of the Spirit, ang 


eternal life. 


5d = 2 


18. It ſtrengthens the diſpen { 
lation of the Goſpel, and deute * 
4 9 1 4 


Tn Zanon CRT. 


it fruicful in the — 
thereof, adminiſtry of the Sacra- 
y Wr N and Publike Prayers. 
1 19. 8 found tion of 
e. Love 1 6 are h y joy 
together, and at — 8 
one with another, .: his 
cave of. bu, , wi with his 
| love of m.. 
y, This dofride hath al- 
F wa ys been allowed of by the ma- 
jor p paxt pf; Chriſtiatis , and to 
| this day, iſtgnds: approyed by 
4 them ,. agicher can it adminiſter 
an occaſionof its abhocrency,or 
;contention in the 


Neige 
ch: Its much to 


2 a 
can — 


neither be ing ale un- 
'F ſearchable judgements of God any 
more chen as auen in the 
1 Scriptu res: 33 bu 
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tinnal, and ever-preſent eye of 
God, by which the care of the 
whole Wnivirſe, and all particular 
\ Creatures 
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Ianocency cleared. 
Creatures (not one enempted) is 
upon hirn; to the conſervation 
aud government of them it their 
eſſence, qualuies, actions, and 
| paſtors, as ibbeſt becomes him 


4 


aud ſutes chem, to the glory of 
+ bi ;"and ſalvation e Be- 


levers. o Herein I ſubſtract no- 
dung ſrom Divine flo iduco 
competible to it; but yeeld it 
1 the-canfervarion-., regulation, 
gubernation, and direction of all 
things, eren po the abolition of 
Chance and Fortunt © dea, I 
ſubject to>the great Providence 
the u of An, and ile ur fare 
ef the ui crraturt, ſo da t no- 
ching is done without its will , 
though contrary thereumto: This 
difference betwirt good and bad 
ca ctions onely obſer ved; inthat we 
4 affirmGed bath to ill, a. 7 | 
| I | 


acts, but frzely to permit th 
being willing to concede the at- | 
tribntion of all acts preogitable "i 
concerning evilto the providence 1 
of God; 1d wee take hard leſt 
| f thence 
0 


ee "EN 
- r 
8. 15 \s 


wette God be detorthin's: l 
Aut bur uf: Sim, which Ie iden ; 
enough ;ceſtitied in 4 Dilphte 


once and again under me at 

den 3 
neſs; and efficacious: Providehce:. 
of God im cvill; in which IL en 
deavourei do aſcribe unto rar 
dente all thoſe acts concerning 

— 3 e 5 1 

re, thaxing ſuch prog 

— „chat decaſion was e 
ſome fl impeaching Ge 


king © Bus if Hunbur of S, 1 
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Aber ablities by his Creation, 
whereby he was able to under- 
Rand, eſtimate, conſider, will 
and performe true good; even as 
far as the commandment obliged 
bim, pet not this without the 
i ; iliaries of Divine gracc:'In 

U ſtate of Avoftacr and , he 
is diſabled of himſelfe and by 
1 N to * - 2 i 2 * 4 
I Ing cru O And itan 

4 4 — of he — 2 and re. 
A [generating power of God in 
*F Chrilt by his Spirit in his / vrellect 
fecli nt, will and all other fa- 
J culties, to impower him hereun- 
Fro; but, participating hereof as 
*F freed from ſin, he is able to think 
vill and do good, yet ſtill as un- 
der the Supplies of the grace of 
F607. 

Concerning the grace of God 

believe it to be that gratuitous 

and undeſerved aſſior, whereby 

God is well affected towards a 

I niſerable ſinner; by which , firſt 
4 . gave his Sen, that whoſoever 


be- 


oy 2 * * Fa - 
9 „ $444 6 ela "FT Ha 
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f Truth defended ; 
be ieve ſ in him m1ght hade ere: T 
null life , and then in and for Chriſt | 
juſtifies him, and ado; ts him into 
the right of his ſons unto Salvation. 
2. It is the infuſion of Spiritual 
gifts into the underſtanding, 
will, and affections of man, 
appertainingꝑ to his regeneration 
and renovation, viz. Fart h, hore, - 
Charity &c. without which 
gratious donatives , man is not 
meet to think, will or do any 
thing that good is. 5 
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3. Grace is that continued 
aſſtancr, that non-intermiſſive 
helpe of the Holy Ghoſt, by which 
the Spirit doth inſtantly perſwade 
& excite man „ (before Regene- 
rate) unto goodneſſe, infuſing 
Salutiferous cogitations , inſpisÞ 
rings him with holy deſiers, t 
the willing of good Actually; 

| yea alſo by this he fo wills and | 
works together with man, that 
what man will's, he might accom] 
pliſh. i 


— 
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And thus] atribute to Grace the 
begining, continuauce, and con- 


| ſummation of all good, ſo far as 
that man now regenerate, with- 
out this preventing, exciting, 
4 Subſequent , and Cooperating 
1 Grace, is in capable to think, 
Iwill, or do any good, or reſiſt 
any noxious temptation. Hence 
it's apparently manifeſt, Lam no 
1 injurious to the grace ef God, 
by aſcribing too much to the 
free will of man, as ſome aſperſe 
me. The hinge upon which al the 
#3 Controvercy is turned, is this; 
h | whether che grace of 0d be an 
i: 4 irreſiſtible force: actions and o- 
perations as aſcribable to grace, 
are not here diſputed, none more 
ready then my ſelfe to conſeſſe 
and inculcate them all; the man- 
ner of the operation onely is that 
in debate, wherein I believe ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, that 
m. reſiſt the HolyGhoſt., and 


repell Grace offered them: 


nd] « , / I 2 As 
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Truth defended ; 
As to the perſeverance of 
Saints my judgement is this, Per- 
ſons engrafted intoChriſt by true 
Faith, and participating of his 
en ſpirit, have ſtrength 
ufficient to encounter Satan, Sin, 
the World, and their own cor- 
ruption, and by the ſame aſſiſting 
race to carry away the Victory, | 
hriſt himſelf ſtanding, by them 
in their aſſaults by his ſpirit , ex- 
tending his favourable hand to- 
wards them (/ they be feund in 4 
fighting peſture; implore his aid, and 
not be awanting to themſelves) pre 
ſerve them from falling; ſo. that 
neither the fraud or violence of 
Satan ſhall be able to ſeduce or 
pluck them out of his hands. But 
whether theſe very perſons by 
negligence may not deſert the imi- 
ration of their exiſtency in Chriſti, 
embrace again thu preſent world, 
fall from x ſound Doctrine once de- 
liver d to them, loſe a good conſcience, 
make void the grace of Ged, would 
be diligeutly inquired into out s. 
8 the 


{ = 
__— OO 
I 
— 


116 


4 7 


„ „ © „ mm Os op. 


py, 6&3 


— 


K 2 05 © © = 


* 9 » * 
it 


— 
— — 
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a the Scriptures, and very uſeful 
and neceſſary to be debated in 


our firſt convention; yet I profeſs 


= 


ingenuouſly, It was never taught 


by me that the true Believer 
mig bt totally or finally fall away 


from the faith, and ſo periſh, though 
I cannot diſſemble, there are pla- 
ces of Scripture which ſeem to 
countenance the ſame, to which I 
could never meet with any ſatis- 
factory anſwer, although on the 


other part there are ſome places 
{| alledged not unworthy of ob- 
\ 4 \:rvation. 
| 


Concerning aſſurance of ſalva- 
tion, I judge him who believes in 
Jeſus Chriſt, as well by the act of 
the holy ſpirit inwardly moving, 


and the Fruits of Faith, as by his 
*] own conſcience, with the Teſti- 


TW ye. ee 


with it, may have a certain perſwa- 


4 mony of che ſpirit witneſſing 
| fron, and indeed be aſſured, if his 
4 /ox of Ged, and ſtands in the love of 


heart condemn him not that be is the 


{ Chrift, yea more, may depart 
I this 
| # 
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118 Truth defended; 

this life with an unſhaken conſi- 
dence of the grace of God, and 
mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, and appear 
before that Tribunal of grace de- 
void of all anxious fear and trem- 
bling ſolicitude, yet ought he al- 
wayes to pray, Lora, enter not into 
judgement with me; but in as much | 
God is greater then our hearts, | 
and knoweth all things, and man 
not his own Judge; for though he 
know nothing by himſelf, yet is 
he not thereby juſtified, it is God 
that judgeth him: IT dare not e- 
qual this certainty with that 
wherewith we know there 55 a God, 
and that Chrift is the Saviour of 
the world, but the extent of this 
may be further treated of in our 
Convention. | 


a 


A 


been much diſcourſe abroad con- 
cerning the perfection of Believers | 
and regenerate perſons in thu life, 
wherein J have been traduced as 
heterodox, * almoſt of the 


Pelagian | 
nd | 


Befides all theſe, there hath f | 


„ 


| Pelagian Opinion in this point, 


been, now #5, or eper can be any ſuch 


' 
þ, 


| 


OY 


Iunocency cleared. 


viz, That the regenerate in this 
life may perfectly keep the Lam of 
God. To which I anſwer, That if 
I ſhould thus judge, yet ſhould 1 


not Pelagianize either in whole, 


or in part, if fo be I added this, 
they were able to do by the grace 
of Chriſt, and not without it; yet 
that there could be a plenary ob- 
ſervation of the preceprs of Chriſt 
by a renewed perſon in this life, I 
never affiem'd , neither ever de- 
nied, but left it alwaies (dubious, 
contenting my ſelf with that of 
Auſtine, whoſe words I often 
quoted in the Univerſity, having 


nothing to adde of my own, they 
were theſe: There are four queſti- Auſtin:*s 
ons obſervable in the buſineſs in Judge- 


band, 1. Whether there was ever 


"any man without Fin who from the 


beginning tothe end of his life never 


| tranſoreſſed? 


2. Whether fo ever. hath 


A 4 perſon 


* 
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1 ruth defended ; © | 
perfin that ſinneth not, (i. e.) who | 
hath reached that perfection here 
that he tranſgreſſeth not, but fulfils | 
the Law of the perfect God. L 


3. Whether there be a poſſibility | 
in thu life for a man to be without | 
Sin. in: 

4- If t be poſsihle, why there was 
never any ſuch perſon found. I 

To the firſt the Father anſwers, 
T hat there was never any ſuch per- 
| ſon found beſides the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

15 the ſecond, He thoug hit ne- 
ver any man attained perfection in 
th life. 


120 
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To the third, He judged it poſi- 
ble by the grace of God and mans 
free-will. 

To the fourth, Man doth ret 
that which is poſcible by the grace of © 
Chriſt, either becauſe he is ig orunt 
what good is, or places no complacen- 


cy or delight in it. 


. age 


Innocenc) 
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9 - Henceits apparently manifoeſt, 
Auſline (the ſharpeſtadverſar 
the Pelagian Doctrine ever had 
was of this Judgement, That ic 
was poſsible by the grace of Chriſt 
in this life tobe 5 le ſn: Yea, 
be furcher addes, Let Pelagius 
_. confeſs mans poſsibility of being 

without ſin to be only by the grace 

of Chriſt, and we are agreed, but 

the Pelag an Tenent appeared to 

this Father as if man by his wx 

ſtre gth (though with greater 
facility by the grace of Chriſt )had 

been able to keep the whole Law: 

How far I diſſent from this Opi- 
nion, I have enter'd above, and 
nov teſtihe mine account of it as 
Heretical diametrically oppoſite 
to the words of Chriſts, Vt hut | 
me ve can do nothing , and pernici- John. g / 
ouſly deſtructive to the glory of 
God. 


My judgement thus ſtated, I 
cannot ſee any thing comprehen- 
ded therein, for which any man 

7 ſhould 
7 
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Truth defended ; 


He refers 
to Mr. G- 


ſhould juſtly fear to appear toge= | 


ther with it in the preſence of God, 
or ſuſpect any grievous evil to a- 


mar's Ex. Tiſe; yet being ſenſible of thoſe 
preſſion to daylie Aſperſions more and more 
tbeStares, caſt upon me, as if I ſhould carry 


P- I. 


in my boſome ſome pernicious 
Heretical opinions, I am not able 
to divine what the matter is, un- 
leſs they pretend ſomething amiſs 


in my Judgement concerning the 
divinity of the Son of God, and mans 


juſtification before him, for as I un- 
derſtand, touching both theſe 
heads much ſpeech was had after 
the laſt Act before the Supreme 
Court,and many things given out 
upon it, for which I think my ſelf 
engaged to declare to your High- 
neſſes the carriage of the whole 
buſineſs. 


That which relates to the Divi- 
nity of the Son of God, and the word 
«v1;9:& of which a Diſpute was 
Once had in our Univerſity, I 
cannot enough wonder, what 


N 


brought 


- 2 8 - 
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brought me into ſuſpition with 
ſome men, their jealouſly not be- 
9 upon the leaſt pro- 
bability, indeed as much remote 
from reaſon and truth, as what e- 
ver is diſperſed to the prejudice 
| of my Repute herein, may betru- 
ly termed notoriouſly ſcanda- 

lous. At a diſpute one Afternoon 

in Leyden, the queſtion concern'd 

the Divinity of Chriſt, the Op- 
ponent objected the Son of God 
was de, and therefore had 
his eſſence of himſelf, and not of 
| his Father. The Reſpondent re- 


plyed the word: ur was ta- 
ken two waies, and either ſignifi- 
ed him who was truly God, or him 
who was God of himſelf, accord- 
ins to the firſt acception it was 
well and truly attributable to the 
Son of God, aecording to the lat- 
ter it was not. The Student ſtill 
urging his Argument, vehement- 
ly contended, that this was com- 
petible to him according ro the 
ſecond ſignification, and the Eſ- 
ö | , ſence 
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Truth detended , 


ſence of the Father could not be 
ſaid, but improperly, to be com- 
municated to the Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, and that in right and pro- 
priety it was common to them 
all; and this he managed with the 
greater confidence, having 
Mr. Trelcatius Jwnicr of bleſſed 
memory for him, as appears by 
ſome paſſages in his Common- 
places to this purpoſe. To which 


I then anſwered, That this opini- 


on was oppugnant to the Word 
of God, and all the antient Greek. 
and Latine Churhes, who alwaies 
taught, That the Son had his Deity 
By eternal generation from his Fa- 
ther,and that it unavoidably drew 
along with it two * Er- 
rors, Tritheiſin, and Sabellianiſm; 
(ie.) hence would inevitably fol- 

low a Trinity of Gods, who 
ſhould together collaterally have 
divine Eflence, without the one 
having it from another, being 
only perſonally diſtin&t , when 
for the defence of the unity of 


Eſſence 
\\ Hence 
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Eſſence in the trinity of perſons, 
this only Fundamental hath been 
adhibited, the original Prog reſs.of 
one perſon from another, namely 
that of the Son from the Father. 
Hence would alſo follow, the 
confounding of the Father with 
the Son, inferring only a nominal 
difference betwixt them, which 
was the Opinion of Sabellius. It's 
proper to the Father to have hx 
| Deity of himſelf, or to ſpeak more 
| rightly, f none, if in this ſenſe the 

Son were « 7. Cod of him- 
ſelf. he ſhould be the Father. 


This Diſpute went every where 
abroad, and reached Amſterdam 
it ſelf, where I was enquired of by 
a Miniſter now fallen aſleep in 
the Lord, how the caſe ſtood, who 
received a full account of me, 
with my deſires that he would in- 
form Jreleatius of pious memo- 
ry, admoniſh him to rectiſie his 
Judgement, and correct thoſe 
impertinent words in his Com- 

4 mon- 
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